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ROBERT MANTELL
in
SHAKESFEARE.

Rather memorable has been the week which
aloges tonlght at the Salt Lake theater with Mr.
Mantell in "King Richard the Third"—memorable
becunuse we have hnd & group of Bhakespeare's
plays presented intelligently and in some cnses
gumptuously,

Lear, Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, Richard, 8hy-
lock and Richelieu!

It hns seemed almost Impossible at times dar-
ing the week that one man's ronge of geniue was
compassing them all.  Splendid, compelling, fme
pressive and superh have been the characterizne
tions—the dramntic treat of years at the old The-
ater and the most pretontious presentation  of
Shakespeare since the palmiest days of Hooth.

Reluctantly then 1 tell the story of the Man-
teli's nudiences for the week.

They were falr—better probably than Shake-
gpeare has drawn in Salt Lake in len years—but
far from what the Mnntell engagement déserves.

Obvious 18 the reason, Can an actor with his
personality and tileot alopne pull one Into a the-
ater sent for three hours (0 see and hear a play
of which every ling, every scene and every sitoa-
tion Is but the personification of repetition? Can
gn actor deaw to his performances those who
have secn the characterlzations he assays time
and again when such characterizations are of &
people and period obsolete; of speech sirange
und of such nature that it requires the exercise of
Infellectunlity to enjoy them?

Look to Mantell's sudiences this week for your
unEwer.

They tell the story of the irresistible appeal
of the modern over the obgolete for the nverage
pluygoer, Agninst Francis Wilson, Fritzi Scheff,
Willle Colller or Anna Held, Mre, Mantell fights
losing Dbattle on fhe actor's common ground or
box receipis. It's hard to believe until oné sees
the vacant seats and vet when yon stop o think
of Il—It's not 80 strange. Why should a man
go Lo ses A play over and over agnin—a play in
which he can run along ahead In the plot évery
Hitle while and walt for the aotor to calch up
to him? Why should a man ses a play that lncks
the essential element of surprise for him? Be.
cange it's Shakespeare and Mantell? Troe—Dbut
the average playgoer I8 but the average man and
the latter wants his play-hour for amusement,
laughter and forgelfulness of the reality and ma-
teriallty of thlugs, You cannot sit Idly through
Loar, Hamlel, Othello, Macheth or Richard the
Third, It reqguires some intellectuslity and men
ful aetivity to apprecinte and follow these charie-
terigations. Carp on the decadence of  publie
tuste ns reegnrds the drama If you will, but just
the sume the pvernge playgoer will see Shinkes
gpeare abont oneg night in a season, enjoy It ap
preciably, and alne out of every other (en nights
flock to the tights and feminlne loveliness of a
musieal show or the racy situations of ‘a probism
plny.

Al of ‘which but thr¥ows Into stronger rellef
the majesty, the power and beauty of Bhakes
gpeare for those who love to listen to the spled
did lines of the bard as through his pluys they
roll from the lips of such an aclor ns Mantell,
Sweening the whole range of human life they go,
now storming the helghts of tragedy—now swell
ing oy silently ud o greal deep strenm and through
it all touching the bnsic passlions with the hond
of o master,

There are those f{or whom Shakespeare will
glways hold anu Irpesistible appesl when brought
forth by men of Mantell's abliity, and enough un.
doubledly to Insure tihe success of the productions

With the First Nighters

of the Immorial works whenever such an aclor Salt Lake numbers sufficlent of those who will
ghinll be found, The days of the packed hounses turn oul for his plays to make a worthy SBhake-
and publo elamoy for the classics are toward the spearian engagement firly suvceessful from a
sotting sun, however, and yet ean he be con-  box ofMee standpoint. It has been so this week

Robert Mantell as “Shylock™

demned, who, having seen Shakespeare from boy-  with Mr. Mantell,

hood up, loving him perhaps, revering him, and al- The dailles have told the siory of his reper-
Wiy respecting—does not hurry to see him tolre. There have Dbeen extravagant things
played every tlme he comes to town? sald  of Mr. Mantell's acting during  the
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